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Book Notices. 253 

His book contains little of fresh geographical interest, but it is a 
well-written narrative, hitting off many of the characteristics of 
countries and peoples. All the illustrations are original and many 
of striking interest, and his route from Quito down the eastern 
slopes of the Andes, canoeing on the Napo 650 miles to the Amazon, 
was decidedly off the beaten ways. He made this short cut to take 
a steamer at Iquitos for Para, nearly 2,000 miles away. He says that 
the so-called impenetrable forest on the east slopes of the Andes 
has its white residents, and nearly every tributary of the Amazon 
has its settlers, engaged in various trades. Few, if any, of the navi- 
gable rivers are not visited by trading launches, so an overland 
journey from Quito to Para is not a very formidable undertaking. 

Pioneer Spaniards in North America. By William Henry Johnson. 
xvi and 381 pp. jp illustrations, an index, with list of reference 
books. Little, Brown &• Co., Boston, ipoj. 

The author sketches with necessary brevity the romantic and 
the tragical adventures of the Spanish pioneers in our continent, 
telling their story in the light of the most recent investigations. 
None of the leading figures in those early days of American explo- 
ration and gold-seeking is missing from these pages. The history 
thus recounted is true, according to our best light, and the interest 
of the narration does not flag. It should be a fascinating book for 
boys and for all adults who wish to read an account, at once accu- 
rate and short, of those stirring times and of the part the Spaniards 
had in opening the continent. Mr. Johnson reminds the reader 
that though many instances of savage cruelty are recorded in his 
book, these were the acts of individual Spaniards and that "the 
aim of the Spanish Government was to treat the Indians kindly, 
and, in the main, it was faithfully carried out." An appendix is 
given to the story of ancient Mexico and of the social and religious 
life of its people. 
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Central Italy and Rome. Fourteenth Revised Edition. 470 pp. 14 
maps, 49 plans, a panorama of Rome, a view of the Forum 
Romanum, a list of artists and an index. Karl Baedeker, Leipzig, 
1904. Price, 7 marks 50 pf. Presented by the Editor. 

The Eastern Alps, including the Bavarian Highlands, Tyrol, 
Salzburg, Upper and Lower Austria, Syria, Carinthia, and Carniola. 



